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references to it. It is also mentioned in the
Old Testament, where it is severely censured.
Necromancy was practiced by the nations of
northern Europe during the Middle Ages, and
later it was united with sorcery. See SPIRIT-
UALISM.

NE'CROPOLIS, among the ancients, a
cemetery in the vicinity of a city, particular-
ly that of Alexandria. In Egypt the bury-
ing grounds were sometimes- of vast extent.
The necropolis at Thebes extended for miles
along the west bank of the Nile. The necrop-
olis at Ghizeh, dominated by the Pyramids,
was another extensive cemetery of the an-
cient Egyptians.

NECTAR, nek'tur, in Greek mythology,
the drink of the gods, one of the means by
which they retained their eternal youth. See
AMBROSIA.

-NECTARINE, neWturw, a species of
peach having a smooth skin and firm pulp.
See PEACH.

NEEDLE, a small instrument of steel,
pointed at one end and having, at the other,
an eye, or hole, through which is passed a
thread for sewing. The earliest needles were
made of bone, ivory, wood and bronze. The
first steel needles were made in Nuremberg,
in the latter part of the fourteenth century,
and until the last half of the nineteenth
century needles were made almost wholly
by hand.

The principal steps in making needles are
the following: The wire, which comes to
the manufacturer in coils, is cut into pieces
of the length of two needles, called blanks.
The blanks are then straightened by being
rolled on a stone or iron table, after which
they are pointed by being fastened to a rub-
ber band, so arranged as to give them a
rolling motion while the ends are brought
against a rapidly revolving grindstone.
From fifty to sixty needles can be pointed at
once. After the pointing, the blanks pass
to a machine which slightly flattens them in
the middle and marks the places for the eyes.
A second machine punches the eyes, and the
needles, still joined in pairs, are then strung1
on two wires. They are then cut apart be-
tween the eyes, and each wire has a row of
needles strung on it. The heads and eyes are
then finished, and the needles are tempered,
polished, sorted and placed in packages for
the market. Notwithstanding all the com-
plicated machinery used in this manufacture
a needle passes through the hands of seventy

workmen before the process is completed.
England is the leading country in the manu-
facture of needles, and those of the best
quality are made there. Most of the needles
used in the United States are of English
make.

Needles for knitting, crocheting, jaequard
loom weaving, sewing machines and various
other purposes have their size and form
adapted to the use for which they are con-
structed.

NEGAITNEE, MICH., in Marquette Coun-
ty, three miles east of Ishpeming, on the
Chicago & North Western, the Duluth, South
Shore & Atlantic and the Lake Superior &
Ishpeming railroads. It is in the vast iron-
producing region, on a high ridge known
as Iron Mountain; the first iron ore in the
region was discovered here. Iron mining
and shipping is the principal industry, and
lumbering is also carried on. The place was
settled in 1870, and was incorporated three
years later. Population, 1920, 7,419; in
1930, 6,552.

NEGLIGENCE, ne/lijens, in law, the
omission to do that which ought to be done.
When such want of care results in in jury-
to another or when it involves a wrong done
to society, it renders the guilty party liable
either to an action for damages or to trial
for misdemeanor. In law there are recog-
nized three degrees of negligence; ordinary,
the want of ordinary care or diligence; slight,
the want of slight care or diligence, and
gross, the want of unusual care or expected
diligence.

NEGOTIABLE, nego'sheaVl, PAPER,
written contracts which can be transferred.
A distinction is made between negotiable in-
struments and assignable instruments. The
former are enforceable by the transferee
in his own right, without the risk of being
met by any defense that would have held
good against the transferrer. The latter
gives to the transferee only such rights as the
transferrer held. The most common forms
of negotiable instruments are bills of ex-
change, promissory notes and checks, the
common characteristic of these instruments
being that they are security for, and are
representative of, money. However, these
instruments are negotiable only when pay-
able to the order of a certain person or to
bearer, or when endorsed by the person to
whom they are payable. See PBOMISSORY
NOTE.